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Consultation with an Administrative Legal Specialist

Consultation on status of residence and its procedures is
available.

= Organizer : Iwate Support Center for Foreign Residents
= Date&Time : Every 2nd & 4th Friday 1pm-4pm

= Venue : International Exchange Center (Aiina 5F)

" Free [ Email v
= Reservations required (Phone / Email) OO
= TEL : 019-654-8900 & s

Free Consultation with Immigration Bureau
(Ichinoseki)

Free consultations on immigration and visa statuses.

= Organizer : Iwate International Association

= Date&Time : Feb 7 (Fri), Tpm-4pm (*30 mins per person)
= Venue : Nanohana Plaza 3F Training Room 3

* Free

= Reservations required (Phone / QR code)
by Jan 31 5pm.

= TEL : 019-654-8900
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Consultation with the lwate Bar Association

Legal advice is available on residence status, marriage,
divorce, inheritance, money problems, accidents, etc.

= Organizer : Iwate Support Center for Foreign Residents

= Date&Time : Jan 15 (Wed) 3pm-6pm

= Venue : International Exchange Center (Aiina 5F)

* Free

= Reservations required by Jan 7 (Tue). S
(Phone / Email)

= TEL : 019-654-8900

Enjoy Japanese New Years!

This event will deepen your multicultural understanding
through experiencing a traditional Japanese New Years.
Foreigners and people interested in foreigner support are
welcome to participate.

= Organizer : Ichinoseki International Association
= Date&Time : Jan 19 (Sun), 10am-11:30am
= Venue : Nanohana Plaza 2F

" Free

= Please register by e-mail or via the QR code
by Jan 10 3pm.

= Email : i-intl@snow.ocn.ne.jp
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This year’s One World Festa in Iwate!

2024 One World Festa in lwate was held on Sunday November 17th, an event
with various activities that provided exchange and interactions that transcend-

SHITT—FBARNE(IITT,
This was the most fun One World Festa in lwate out of all ¢
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ed nationalities and cultural backgrounds.

75% of people who participated in the post event survey said that the event was
very fun, with the remaining 25% saying that the event was fun. Here's a few of

the things they had to say about the event.

“2024E@—MEFRRMBINEF" KINET !
BURIESIN T ALK KB MARSL ORI, FRARmTE, RIS TEREROmHNE.
ERGRUR, RAKRGEBT T HEE

GRER, IR “ERTFL” , 2SMIART “TFL” . BT RHARG# .

R EERIF> T (5>
QU N 2 S

This was a great chance for me to get to kr
world, and now I'm interested about other
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As an adult, I was a little bit embarrassed to participate in the activities so | hope to be

able to try them next time. Given the deteriorating global situation, these events are a
blessing.
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Please continue doing this event in the future.
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It was fun and I'm happy | was able
to meet so many different people.
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1ow about the
countries.
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When | participated last year with my children, they enjoyed the pinata. They were excited to
see it again this year, but there wasn't one so | hope to be able to see it again soon.
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Aside from the survey results, many of the volunteers gave their voice, noting that each booth and the café corner would

benefit from easier to understand signs and reaching out to visitors more. We will take all of this advice into account to
make next year's event bigger and better. Thank you to all who came to visit us during the event!
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Introducing things the forei

gn residents of Iwate want everyone to know!
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Set your journey and
conquer the world

Mouad Yaden (Morocco)

As a young boy, aged 12 years old, I decided to
leave Morocco. It wasn’t easy to leave behind everything
that defines my world - my hometown, my family, my
mother’s delicious dishes, my friends who had shared my
journey so far, my memories that were intertwined with
familiar streets and faces, and the sense of security that

comes with a comfortable life.

The motivation behind this decision was that one
morning, while riding the bus to school, I noticed a
British flag, its blue and red colors proudly displayed atop
a building, alongside a poster that read: “It’s time for you.”
[ felt as if it were speaking directly to me—an unforgetta-
ble moment. From that day, I did everything necessary to
learn about the UK: its population, food, geography, and

most importantly, its school education system.

When [ finally confronted my family with the
truth that [ wanted to go, they thought I was joking. Well,
I was determined, and prepared. Their reactions were
mixed, a blend of amazement and concern. They
questioned themselves: How can we send a young boy
who has never been abroad and has no family in the UK?

I had to convince them that I could make it on my own.

Landing at Heathrow Airport in the UK felt
overwhelming—it's such a huge and complex place.
There were so many people, so many different faces, and
there [ was, a small boy walking through the gates with
mixed emotions. At the check-in point, I looked up at the
officer who asked, "Why are you here, young man?"

"I'm here to attend junior high school," I replied.

"Good luck," he said with a smile.

After leaving the airport, I expected a lady to
pick me up and take me to my host family, but she wasn’t
there. Maybe she forgot, or there was confusion about the
time and date—I wasn’t sure. I realized I had to rely on
God, and then on myself. I called my host family, asked
for their address, and figured out how to get there.

You can't imagine how big and complicated
London is to navigate. I felt overwhelmed and exhausted.
But despite everything, I managed to arrive safely without

letting my parents know what had happened.

I'am proud of having done all the research to get

into UK schools at such a young age, convincing my family,
and giving them every possible reason to let me travel. I'm
also proud of setting out on this journey by myself. To
anyone who has never experienced traveling abroad: set

your journey and discover yourself. It'’s worth it.
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Himeji Castle: Exploring Japan's Architectural Treasure

Located in Hyogo Prefecture, Himeji Castle, also called Shirasagi-jo (White Heron Castle), is a stunning example of
Japanese history and architecture. I visited this UNESCO World Heritage site last year after attending a nearby
conference, and it was a truly memorable experience. The castle's brilliant white walls, standing tall on Himeyama
Hill, immediately caught my eye. Its design is both practical and elegant, showing the cleverness of Japan’s feudal era.
Walking through its maze-like hallways, I was amazed by features like hidden gates, angled paths, and steep stairs—all
built to confuse enemies. The castle grounds were just as beautiful, with seasonal flowers and incredible views of the
surrounding area. It’s clear why Himeji Castle is considered one of Japan’s most impressive historical sites. Visiting
Himeji Castle was more than just sightseeing—it gave me a deeper respect for Japan’s cultural heritage. It’s not just a

place to admire but a story of beauty and strength that inspires people from all over the world.
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